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· We are pleased to announce that BIDPO and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts have finalized a multi-year Alternative Quality Contract (AQC) global payment arrangement. 

The AQC, a modified global payment model, is designed to encourage cost-effective and patient-centered care by paying participating physicians and hospitals for the quality, not the quantity of the care they deliver to patients. BIDPO's nearly 450 Primary Care Physicians and more than 1300 Specialists will be participating in this contract and BIDPO's physicians will be collaborating closely with Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Beth Israel Deaconess-Needham, Milton Hospital, Anna Jaques Hospital and Lawrence General Hospital, as well as other community hospitals that provide care for the nearly 75,000 BCBSMA HMO members under this contract who are cared for by our physicians. To prepare, BIDPO has already held over 30 educational/information sessions about the AQC and we will now be hosting additional information sessions for physicians' practice staff starting in January 2011. Click here for dates and locations. We encourage you to attend a session! If you have any questions, contact Kristin Payne at 617-754-1041. 

· On December 18, 2010 the "Red Flag Clarification Act of 2010" was signed.

The law supports the AMA's position that most physicians should not be subject to this law. More...
· Lawrence General IPA joins BIDPO 

Nearly 100 physicians of the Lawrence General IPA d/b/a Choice Plus Network (CPN) have joined BIDPO as new participating providers! CPN physicians are located in Lawrence, Methuen, Andover, North Andover, MA and Salem, NH. The CPN physicians use Lawrence General Hospital as their primary hospital and will use BIDMC for tertiary/ quaternary care. We look forward to working with the physicians, their office staff, and the management and staff of the IPA office to transition this IPA and its members to BIDPO. Welcome to our new network providers and colleagues! 

· The "BIDPO Provider Directory" has been updated with a number of enhancements. 

Based on your feedback we've made some revisions to the BIDPO Provider Directory to add information you and your office staff thought would simplify work flow for referrals you make or receive. 

· CMS releases information about EHR and publishes its "Meaningful Use" definition as pertains to eligibility for e-technology stimulus funds in 2011. More...
· BIDPO has a new Referral Simplification Program with Tuft Health Plan. 
For additional information see the Referral Simplification Grid 

· CMS Announcement: The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (MIPPA) made the Physician Quality Reporting Initiative (PQRI) program permanent, but only authorized incentive payments through 2010. 

The following is a notice from CMS on their Physician Quality Incentive Program (PQRI):
Eligible professionals who meet the criteria for satisfactory submission of quality measures data for services furnished during the reporting period, January 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009, will earn an incentive payment of 2.0 percent of their total allowed charges for Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) covered professional services furnished during that same period. The 2009 PQRI consists of 153 quality measures and 7 measures groups.

The following link will take you to the CMS website where you may read the full details of the program:

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI/

· 
CMS Announcement: Information regarding the specifications for the E-Prescribing measure, which will be used to determine whether an eligible professional is a successful E-Prescriber and may qualify for a 2% incentive payment for the 2009 reporting period are released. 
Electronic Prescribing (E-Prescribing) Incentive Program Update
 The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) is pleased to announce that the   specifications for the E-Prescribing measure, which will be used to determine whether an eligible professional is a successful E-Prescriber and may qualify for a 2% incentive payment for the 2009 reporting period, has been posted to the CMS website.  The measure specifications may be found in the “Downloads” section of the E-Prescribing Incentive Program webpage at:

http://www.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI 
An eligible professional does not have to enroll in order to participate in the E-Prescribing Incentive Program.  Furthermore, an eligible professional does not need to participate in PQRI in order to participate in this incentive program. 

 Beginning January 1, 2009, eligible professionals may participate in the E-Prescribing Incentive Program by submitting information required by the E-Prescribing measure on their Medicare Part B claims.  

 Detailed information on the implementation of the E-Prescribing Incentive Program for 2009 may be found in the final 2009 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule rule with comment period that was published in the Federal Register on November 19, 2008.  A copy of the final rule with comment period is on display at the Federal Register and can be viewed at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/center/physician.asp on the CMS website.

Letter to BIDPO physicians on Medicare E-prescribing from Rich Parker, MD  



 HYPERLINK "http://www.bidpo.org/News/E-PrescribingMeasureSpecifications.pdf" \t "_blank" 

E-Prescribing Summary Document



 HYPERLINK "http://www.bidpo.org/News/CPT_codes_descriptions_%20Medicare_e-prescribing.xls" 

CPT Codes and Descriptions



· Mass Health PCC Program to institute Pay for Performance (P4P) in 2009. 

More information will be sent to physicians who participate in the program soon. 

· NPI update from CMS: All providers are reminded to keep their NPI information up to date. 
NPPES - Keeping It Safe and Keeping it Updated 

This message is for health care providers, particularly physicians and other practitioners, who have obtained National Provider Identifiers (NPIs) and have records in the National Plan and Provider Enumeration System (NPPES). The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) recommends that each health care provider, including individual physicians and non-physician practitioners:

· Know and maintain their NPPES User Ids and passwords. 

· Reset their NPPES passwords at least once a year. See the NPPES Application Help page regarding the ‘Reset Password’ rules. Those rules indicate the length, format, content and requirements of NPPES passwords. 

· Review their NPPES records in order to ensure that the information reflects current and correct information. 

Maintaining NPPES Account Information for Safety and Accessibility

Health care providers, including physicians and non-physician practitioners, should maintain their own NPPES account information (i.e., User ID, Password, and Secret Question/Answer) for safety and accessibility purposes. 

Viewing NPPES Information

Health care providers, including physicians and non-physician practitioners, can view their NPPES information in one of two ways:

(1) By accessing the NPPES record at https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/Welcome.do and following the NPI hyperlink and selecting Login. The user will be prompted to enter the User ID and password that he/she previously created. * 

* If the health care provider has forgotten the password, enter the User ID and click the "Reset Forgotten Password" button to navigate to the Reset Password Page. If the health care provider enters an incorrect User ID and Password combination three times, the User ID will be disabled. Please contact the NPI Enumerator at 1-800-465-3203 if the account is disabled or if the health care provider has forgotten the User ID.

OR

(2) By accessing the NPI Registry at https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/NPIRegistryHome.do. The NPI Registry gives the health care provider an online view of Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)-disclosable NPPES data. The health care provider can search for its information using the name or NPI as the criterion. 

Updating NPPES Information

Health care providers, including physicians and non-physician practitioners, can correct, add, or delete information in their NPPES records by accessing their NPPES records at https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/NPPES/Welcome.doand following the NPI hyperlink and selecting Login. The user will be prompted to enter the User ID and password that he/she previously created. 

Please note: Required information cannot be deleted from an NPPES record; however, required information can be changed/updated to ensure that NPPES captures the correct information. Certain information is inaccessible via the web, thus requiring the change/update to be made via paper application. The paper NPI Application/Update Form can be downloaded and printed at 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/cmsforms/downloads/CMS10114.pdf.
Need More Information? 

Providers can apply for an NPI online at https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov or can call the NPI enumerator to request a paper application at 1-800-465-3203. Having trouble viewing any of the URLs in this message? If so, try to cut and paste any URL in this message into your web browser to view the intended information. 

Note: All current and past CMS NPI communications are available by clicking "CMS Communications" in the left column of the http://www.cms.hhs.gov/NationalProvIdentStand CMS webpage.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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